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What does it mean to acknowledge the land?

16 Mile Creek, Halton Region. Photo by: Whpq
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sixteen_Mile_Creek_H
alton_4.jpg









https://open.canada.ca/data/en/dataset/f281b150-0645-48e4-9c30-01f55f93f78e





This work is not new. Decolonization and 
Anticolonial efforts are not new. 

I acknowledge all of the ongoing work over 
many years all over the world, and to those 
who more specifically have aided my own 
thinking and work in this area. 



01Definitions
What do we mean when we talk about 

“decolonization”?



hint: no simple definitions.



(Settler) Colonialism

“In order for the settlers to make a place their 
home, they must destroy and disappear the 
Indigenous peoples that live there.”

Tuck, E., & Yang, K. W. (2012). Decolonization is not a metaphor. Decolonization: 
Indigeneity, Education & Society, 1(1), Article 1.

https://jps.library.utoronto.ca/index.php/des/article/view/18630

https://jps.library.utoronto.ca/index.php/des/article/view/18630


(Settler) Colonialism
“the disruption of Indigenous 

relationships to land represents a 
profound epistemic, ontological, 

cosmological violence”.
Tuck, E., & Yang, K. W. (2012). Decolonization is not a metaphor. Decolonization: 

Indigeneity, Education & Society, 1(1), Article 1.
https://jps.library.utoronto.ca/index.php/des/article/view/18630

https://jps.library.utoronto.ca/index.php/des/article/view/18630


There are numerous and ongoing 
connections between colonization and 

knowledge and culture—libraries, 
archives, museums, and universities all act 
to buttress and hold up the scaffolding of 

colonization



“The existence of colonization relies on 
not only ongoing occupation of land but 
also occupation of regimes of knowledge 
erected to maintain and legitimate such 
occupation.”

Roopika Risam



Decolonization efforts invite us to look for 
the ways colonization is active in our 

organizations and institutions and 
research and professional practice. 



Decolonization is always political



James Tyner / Encyclopedia of Human Geography

Anticolonialism is a broad term used to describe 
the various resistance movements directed against 
colonial and imperial powers. The ideas associated 
with anticolonialism—namely justice, equality, and 
self-determination—commingled with other 
ideologies such as nationalism and antiracism.



Many “R” words come to mind: resist, 
restore, repair, redress, 

What are some other words that come to mind for you?



What are some concerns? 
• Incorrect names, labels, data models and 

concepts
• Standards rooted in colonial practices
• Creating problematic or incorrect data 

relationships
• Data governance 
• Provenance: collections and data 



Standards, headings, and data collection 
practices are rooted in colonialism



Control of data are connected to the 
control and classification of people for 

colonial interests



Bureaucratic systems connected to 
government agencies are connected to 

colonial aims



Ethical Indigenous naming must be 
more than a label. Naming 
practices must also support and 
advance political rights and 
interests of the communities. 



Colonial renaming or misnaming



What are the implications for linked data 
when metadata is transformed or 
migrated from existing systems?



Ensure linking is accurate and upholds 
Indigenous interests



Winter fishing on ice of Assynoibain & Red River 
(1821)

Library and Archives Canada

Métis Peoplehood, 
Nationhood, 
and Linked Data: A 
Wikidata Case Study



How can relationships between persons and 
territory be expressed appropriately, given Métis 
peoples do not have a land base in the same way 
as members of First Nations reserves? 

How can the idea of a Nation be captured within a 
data model? 

How do we go about imagining a different kind of 
data structure when the realities of standards and 
technical limitations need to be taken into 
account?

Research Questions



Recognize Nations









How do we handle documenting cultural data 
linked to colonization?



I am guilty of:

techno-utopianism

Photo credit: Dennis Jarvis. 



We need to address our assumptions 
around open data, public domain, 

and feelings that open = equity. 



“open data facilitates the appropriation of data 
resources, just as physical resources were extracted from 
indigenous lands by colonial powers. First-world nations 
have a disproportionate technological capacity to 
generate value from data. Therefore, the advocacy for 
open data supports the consolidation of data power and 
value in large businesses and conglomerates, leading to 
further marginalization of local communities and 
exacerbating societal inequities.”

Maui Hudson



1.Indigenous peoples have the right 
to maintain, control, protect and 
develop their cultural heritage, 
traditional knowledge and traditional 
cultural expressions, as well as the 
manifestations of their sciences, 
technologies and cultures,...

UNDRIP Article 31



What is Indigeneous Data?



“Indigenous data sovereignty 
...refers to the proper locus of 

authority over the 
management of data about 

indigenous peoples, their 
territories and ways of life.”

Taylor, J., & Kukutai, T. (2016).
Indigenous data sovereignty: Toward an agenda.



...what indigenous peoples are seeking is a right 
to identity and meaningful participation in 

decisions affecting the collection, dissemination 
and stewardship of all data that are collected 

about them. They also seek mechanisms for 
capacity building in their own compilation of 
data and use of information as a means of 

promoting their full and effective participation in 
self-governance and development planning.

Taylor, J., & Kukutai, T. (2016).
Indigenous data sovereignty: Toward an agenda.





Collective benefit, Authority to control, 
Responsibility and Ethics.

https://www.gida-global.org/care



We must recognize self-determination. 



Indigenous data, regardless of where it resides in the 
world, must include processes that integrate applicable 
and Indigenous-accepted governance mechanisms or, 

be governed by appropriate Indigenous nations and 
used to further Indigenous governance. 

Rowe, R., Carroll, S. R., Healy, C., Rodriguez-Lonebear, D., & Walker, J. D. (2021). The SEEDS of 
Indigenous Population Health Data Linkage. International Journal of Population Data 
Science, 6(1), Article 1. https://doi.org/10.23889/ijpds.v6i1.1417

https://doi.org/10.23889/ijpds.v6i1.1417




NIKLA: Respectful Indigenous 
Terminologies Platform Project. 

https://www.nikla-ancla.com/projects



The Respectful Indigenous Terminology Platform Project is multi-
year project to create a permanent and sustainable online 
platform that will be a dynamic, multilingual platform for 
terminology and vocabulary sets that can be applied to 
Indigenous Peoples, places, heritage, tradition, knowledge 
and cultures. Such terminologies and vocabularies would 
replace outdated and inappropriate terminologies used 
currently in cultural memory sectors such as museums, libraries, 
archives centers and galleries. 



Key Project Elements
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What is the decolonized future we 
can imagine into being?



THANK YOU


